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DISCLAIMER

This presentation is for informational
purposes and is not intended as legal advice.
For those seeking legal advice on their own
Immigration matters, we recommend
contacting one of the immigration attorneys

listed on our resource page.




WHAT IS A CONCERN YOU HAVE AS AN
EDUCATOR REGARDING STUDENTS OR
COLLEAGUES FROM IMMIGRANT OR
MIXED STATUS FAMILIES IN YOUR
SCHOOL?
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THE NEW IMMIGRATION
LANDSCAPE FOR
INTERNATIONAL

STUDENTS IN THE U.S.




Immigration categories in the U.S.

U.S. Citizen

Legal Permanent Resident (“Green Card” holder)

Visa Holder (H1-B, J1, F-1)

Deferred Action/ Deferred Enforced Departure

Temporary Protected Status

Undocumented




Student Visas and SEVIS Status

* Avisais a document (usually a stamp in your
passport) that allows a foreign national to apply for
entry into a country. A student visa (like F-1 or J-1) is a
type of visa that allows you to study in the US.
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* SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information
System) is the database that tracks and monitors
students and exchange visitors in the US, and SEVIS
status is the legal permission to study or exchange in
the US. While a visa allows you to enter the country,
SEVIS status is what you must maintain while you are
in the country.




Trump Executive Orders on Immigration

During first two weeks in office, President Trump signed
EO’s that:

Tighten visa vetting for all applicants, including F-1
and J-1 students.

Direct the State Department and Homeland Security to
ensure new and admitted immigrants do not
advocate for, aid or support designated foreign
terrorists or other threats to national security.

Rescinded the sensitive locations policy, which
protected schools, hospitals and churches from
immigration enforcement actions.




Visa Revocations and Arrests

 Asof April 17, over 240 colleges and universities have
identified 1,480-plus international students and recent
graduates who have had their legal status changed by the
State Department.

e Starting in March, visa revocations and ICE arrests seemed to
target international students who had either participated in
protests or spoken out against the war in Gaza. (Mahmoud
Khalil, Columbia; Rumeysa Oztiirk, Tufts)

 More recently, the State Department has revoked visas of
international students with a wide variety of criminal
convictions. ICE has even arrested some students for past
criminal convictions that have never previously been the basis
for deportation. (Dogukan Gunaydin, U of M Twin Cities)




Known Student Visa Revocations and/or SEVIS
terminations in Minnesota*

e St. Cloud State- revocations confirmed but number unknown
* University of Minnesota, Twin Cities-2

* Metropolitan State University-1

* Minnesota State University Mankato-5

* South Central College-1

* Winona State University-1

* Riverland Community College-1

 Source: Where Students Have Had Their Visas Revoked

e Note: not all students whose visas have been terminated have been
arrested by ICE.

*as of 4/17/25


https://www.insidehighered.com/news/global/international-students-us/2025/04/07/where-students-have-had-their-visas-revoked

RIGHTS OF IMMIGRANT
STUDENTS UNDER
CURRENT LAW




Undocumented students in K-12 v. Higher Ed

* In Plylerv. Doe (1982), the U.S. Supreme Court
held that states cannot charge tuition for
undocumented students to attend K-12 public
school because undocumented students are still
entitled to equal protection under the 14t
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

* Although the 14t Amendment does apply to non-
citizens, Plyler does not apply in higher education,
meaning states can have different rules for
undocumented students, including tuition.



Undocumented Students and Financial Aid

 Federal financial aid not available to undocumented
students.

* Minnesota Dream Act (2014) provides:
* Eligibility of undocumented students for private
financial aid and state financial aid
* Eligibility for resident tuition if students meet
MN residency requirements

0\

* North Star Promise (2023) is also available to Visit www.Unidos.org for more

students regardless of immigration status if they information on financial aid for
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meet the income and other eligibility guidelines. ;Tun;gtas”t U L


http://www.unidos.org/

Student Data Privacy Rights — State and Federal Law

Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA) and the MN Data Practices Act, schools cannot
turn over personally identifiable student data without the
their consent, unless the information is requested
through a judicial subpoena or court order.

Schools may require proof of residency, but they
should not ask students to provide information
regarding their immigration status, and they should
not collect information that may indirectly indicate
immigration status, such as country of birth or SSN.




Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival (DACA) began with an

Executive Order issued by President Obama in 2012. D R EAM E RS

DACA shields certain undocumented individuals from
deportation and allowed them to obtain work
authorizations if they meet certain criteria, including:

* being born on or after June 16, 1981

An Immigrant Generafion’s
Fight for Their American Dreom

* arrived in the U.S. before they were 16
* Lived continuously in the U.S. since 2007

* Enrolled in or completed high school/GED or an
honorably discharged veteran

« No felony or significant misdemeanors EILEEN TRUAX



Current Status of Dreamers in the U.S.

e 2017: Trump administration rescinds DACA

e 2020: U.S. Supreme Court ruled that DACA rescission was invalid
because it violated Administrative Procedures Act

* President Biden issued an Executive Order on Jan. 20, 2021, his
first day in office, “preserving and fortifying DACA.”

* InlJuly 2021, a federal district court in Texas found DACA unlawful
and enjoined it nationwide, prohibiting DHS from approving new
applications. The Fifth Circuit affirmed and remanded and in
2023, the court held once again that DACA is unlawful. U.S.
Supreme Court may ultimately decide unless Congress acts.

 Currently DACA renewals are still being granted by DHS, but
not new applications.



Protections from Bullying and Harassment

* Prohibitions on bullying and discrimination based on
national origin or immigration status apply in higher
education:

* Title VI of the federal Civil Rights Act-prohibits ,
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, national & i
origin, among other categories. USDOE’s Office of
Civil Rights has jurisdiction to investigate and
enforce.

* Minnesota Human Rights Act-prohibits | .
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, national (3
origin, and other categories R




ICE ACTIVITY ON OR NEAR
CAMPUSES—DO'’S AND

DON’TS
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Public v. Private Spaces on Campus

Most ICE apprehensions of international students have been
off campus or at least in public spaces on campuses

Different campuses have different definitions of public v.
private, but generally, if a space on campus can be accessed
by any member of the public, ICE can be present without a
warrant

Academic buildings and libraries that are unlocked and
available to the public during the day are typically considered
public, but not individual classrooms

Campus dorms, dining halls, and classrooms are private
spaces, and ICE would need a judicial warrant (signed by a
judge) to enter




Interacting with ICE: Your Rights

If ICE agents approach you or a student in your classroom or a private
space like an office, you have the right to:

* Ask for identification and photograph it

* Ask to see a copy of the warrant and photograph it

* Record the interaction (true for public spaces too)

* Decline to provide any identifying information about students

* FERPA and the MN Data Practices Act prohibit faculty from
disclosing private student data without a warrant or student
consent

* Even if ICE does have a judicial warrant, administration, not
individual faculty, should provide information on students

* If you witness a student being arrested by ICE, alert your Dean of
students or campus president, in addition to your campus union rep.



I
DON'T
HAVE
TO BE

ARRESTED

Interacting with ICE: Things to Avoid

* |f ICE agents approach you or a student in your classroom or a
private space like an office, do not:

Physically block them from entering a space or arresting a
student, even if they lack a judicial warrant

Lock your classroom door to prevent them from entering

Share any identifying information about students, (direct
them to administration instead)

Share recordings or other information about the incident on
social media that would identify the student

Act in a manner (yelling, swearing, etc.) that you wouldn’t
want to see displayed on television or social media




After an ICE Arrest

If a student has been arrested by ICE, or if they have been
informed that their SEVIS record or student visa has been
cancelled, faculty or the college can provide information to help
connect them to legal assistance:

* Toolkit for assisting people facing deportation:
https://www.informedimmigrant.com/resources/detention-
deportation/help-people-detention-facing-deportation/

* Free legal assistance and referrals: https://www.juventino-
meza.com/juventinos-blog/undocumented-mns

It may be helpful to speak out in support of a student you
know, but make sure you have the student’s permission to do
so and do not share private student data without authorization.



https://www.informedimmigrant.com/resources/detention-deportation/help-people-detention-facing-deportation/
https://www.informedimmigrant.com/resources/detention-deportation/help-people-detention-facing-deportation/
https://www.juventino-meza.com/juventinos-blog/undocumented-mns
https://www.juventino-meza.com/juventinos-blog/undocumented-mns

DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER QUESTIONS
ABOUT WHAT TO DO IN THE EVENT ICE
AGENTS APPEAR ON A CAMPUS?




SUPPORTING
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS FACING
REMOVAL
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Providing “Know Your Rights” Cards and Other
Information to Students

First, see if your campus has a policy on providing this information to
students.

If there is no policy, faculty may provide these cards to students outside
of instructional time, but they should not provide any legal information
beyond what is on these cards

Some Trump administration officials and media outlets have
characterized the distribution of these cards as “helping people evade
ICE,” but there is nothing illegal about informing people of their legal
rights.

Know Your Rights Cards: https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas

Know Your Rights Video https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/ttt-
materials/

Request a Training: https://www.miracmn.com/know-your-rights



https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/ttt-materials/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/ttt-materials/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/ttt-materials/
https://www.miracmn.com/know-your-rights

Participating in Protests and Demonstrations

Protests have been an important part of resistance to unlawful or intrusive
immigration activity

You have a First Amendment right to express your views publicly as a
citizen, as does your union, provided that you:

* are engaged in lawful activity (i.e., not occupying buildings or interfering with
instruction or ICE arrests),

* preferably on public campus spaces or off campus,
* outside of your instructional time or other paid duties,

* whenever possible, clarifying that you are not speaking on behalf of your
employer

If you are not experienced in organizing protests or rallies, get support from
organizations with experience, preferably those that work with immigrants

Guidance for noncitizen protestors: https://www.ilrc.org/resources/io-
things-noncitizen-protestors-need-know



https://www.ilrc.org/resources/10-things-noncitizen-protestors-need-know
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/10-things-noncitizen-protestors-need-know

Educator-Student Boundaries

* As afaculty member, it may be tempting to attempt to support students in

Hea|thy Boundaries ways that can get them or you in trouble.

How can | build and maintain .
healthy relationships? * Be careful to avoid:

Boundary Management Practices

Encouraging undocumented students or students from mixed status
families to tell their stories or participate in actions that could
jeopardize them

People

* Harboring or concealing an undocumented immigrant

Providing legal advice to students or their families beyond basic
“know your rights” information

gituationg
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* Giving direct donations to students or their families, or starting
fundraisers for them without your school administration’s approval

Things
©2023 R1 Publishing LLC / Al rights reserved *  Providing supervision for students who are not family members or
with whom you would not have a relationship outside of your job




QUESTION &

ANSWER TIME



You don’t have to be
perfect, just brave.
Brave enough to connect,

Brave enough to listen, THANK YOU
Brave enough to show up. FOR
Our kids need us more

than ever. SHOWING
UP!
<

BRAVELY
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